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Syracuse, Binghamton & New York #10 in Syracuse, 1896. (WM. Hayes 
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m ever be through boom periods. through panics and 
add be through periods Ff waning business. 
presen rin the 1950's in this region. When th 


of steam railroads, nor can it cover every line in the 
Sketches and photos attempt to evoke the spirit 


hs Agedln publication, second to Ralph Balfoort for 
0 the gh dhhada Chapter, NRHS for backing it. When 


Bag eserves a large thank you, along with 
yet, Youglas A. Bakken, Associate Archivist at 
thanks go to my wife, HB., for her patience 
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The story of steam railroads is not only the story of machines, it is also the story of men and their 
deeds. Without the loyalty of dedicated employees, there would be no railroads to write about. 
Michael P. Palmer devoted forty years of his life to the New York, Ontario & Western Railway, 
beginning in 1907 as a clerk at Chiloway, N. Y. and retiring as station agent at Accord, N.Y. in 1948. It 
is to my friend, an outstanding example of a real railroad man, that this work is dedicated. 


































In the early 1800’s, the area of Central New York 
n Rome westward to Lyons and Geneva, and from 
ca northward to Oswego and Sandy Creek, was a 
ipidly growing farming and industrial region. 
need for faster and better transportation 


‘A railroad was a strange, new notion in the 
’s. Construction costs were high, and steam 
notives were frightening and sometimes danger- 

heless, many lines were proposed for 
n this area between 1830 and 1860. 

’ the lines chartered, yet never built 


tay 
(7) 
we 
=) 
a) 
QO. 
- 
© 
Sy 
oO 
GD 
oO 
S| 
Oo 
= 
=3 
cq?) 


only in Central New York, 
its meager beginnings and 


planned for 
chartered by 


SE 


The J.V.L. Pruyn, #28 of the Utica & Schenectady before the New York Central merger. was typical 
of locomotives of the 1840's. (CNYC-NRHS) 


NEW YORK CENTRAL SYSTEM 


Asaph D. Leonard, secretary; and George Throop, 
treasurer. In 1837, however, Mr. Throop resigned and 
Thomas Y. How, Jr., assumed his office. Some of the 
better-known personages of Auburn who were direc 
tors were: Edward E. Marvin, Richard Steel, §. Van 
Anden, A. Fitch and John Seymour. 

The route commenced in Auburn and proceeded 


through Sennet, Hart Lot, Camillus, and terminated 
begun in 1836, but 


for the Auburn & Syracuse, as ved woe 
railroads, consisted of a wooden rail sp! : He 
ties. On top of the wooden rail, an i é ete 
spiked to provide the running suriace : 
Though these materials and oe : : 
were thought to be the best of the : ne iron tals 
did have one unpleasant characteris a he floo! 
would work loose and bend so trie Bai. gsselt 
of passing cars. These “snakehea < 
gers and aroused the need for 1mP a 
0 

construction. ced steal * Fg 

The Auburn & Syracuse ourie 18" 
tions in June, 1839. Previously; ©. operat? 


to June, 1839, a horse 


the line by J.M. Sherwood, 1936 


between the railroad and himself. chartered in 
The Auburn & Rochester 
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ro commencing at the termination of the 
Id a Beside in the former city and running 

Peieoush Seneca Falls, Geneva, Ca na ndaigua, 
west walt shester to connect with the Tonawanda 
and into Roc first officers were Henry B. Gibson, 
Railroad. Charles Seymour, secretary and treas- 
president, ae n was started in 1837 under the 
urer. US - Robert Higham, and was completed in 


to bul 
Auburn © 


an arrangement was made to sell through 
: m Albany to Rochester over the various 
tickets — lines across the state. The fares for the 
connecting ait hour trip on express trains was 
five and a and on second class trains, $6.00. The 
ae va e's share was $3.00 for express and 
ag titer ¢1.50, for second class. > <a 
= 7nie4s, the Rochester & Syracuse Direct Line 
os created to provide a shorter, straighter route 
between its two namesakes. Financial backing ve 
provided by the Auburn & Syracuse and the Auburn 


Xs 





With a full head of steam, the Fast Mail 
roars down the mainline at Warners head- 
ing for Rochester on the improved 
Rochester & Syracuse Direct line. 
(CNYC-NRHS) 





& Rochester. The wint 
surveys instituted, a 
of May, 185]. 
Weather conditions w 
hampered the grading Operati 
Soils in the Montezuma 


er of 1859 
nd COnstructio 


“51 saw the initial 
n began at the end 


on the Direct Line. Iron r 
the road, thus eliminatin 
In 1853, upon com 
consolidation of severa 
formed the New York 
wanda Railroad, the 


Utica, the Utica & Schenectady and the Mohawk & 


Auburn & Syracuse remained as a heavily trafficked 
branch. 


N.Y Central & Hudson River Railroad Station and Water Tank, Cayuga, N. Y. 


As a gentle breeze wafts across Cayuga Lake, a 

westbound freight train drifts past the Cayuga 

depot on the Auburn & Rochester segment of 
the New York Central. 
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Rome, Watertown & Ogdensburg Railroad 
trunk line which became the 


rhe 
a large 
acquisition for the New York Central in this 
Like the Central, the Clover Leaf Route, as it 
later called, was also made up of small lines 
‘orm a larger system. 


was most 
extensive 
area. 
was 
merged to f . 
The oldest segment of the Clover Leaf was the 
watertown & Rome, incorporated in March, 1832. 
Construction began in 1847, and by 1852 the line 
was opened from Rome to Watertown. The Oswego & 
as incorporated in March, 1863. and taken 
RW&O, which had been formed by a 
ation of the Watertown & Rome, in Septem- 


Rome W 
into the 
reorganiz 
ber of that year. 

In 1868, perhaps the longest future arm of the 
RW&O was incorporated under the name Lake 
Ontario Shore Railroad. Among its directors were 
Gerrit Smith, Luther Wright, Alanson S. Page, 
Frederick T. Remington, and Theodore Irwin. This 
line ran westward from Oswego, paralleling the shore 
from which it took its name, through such towns as 
Hannibal, Red Creek, and North Rose, and on 
towards what was to be Suspension Bridge. The 
original plans called for the line to run through 
Rochester. But, as with many towns, Rochester 


already had its fill of railroads and refused to bond or 
allow a right-of-way, and so the line went north 
through Charlotte. 

The sparse population and lack of industry along 
the route were supposedly to be overshadowed by the 
business to be produced by valuable connections with 
the Southern Central and other large coal carriers 








crossing its tracks 
were - 


had been Spent. 


Because of the Panic of £873 
an 


. e Y 
line, the Lake Ontario Sh business ex 


west. In 1876, this 
Bridge, providing a 
New York Central. 
thought that the 
detriment so they let it alone. 


The Central had fairl 
fairly good foresight because t 
RW&O defaulted on its bonds in 1878. Contatel ce 


company then went to Sam Sloan, president of the 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad. Under his 
reign, the line fell into disrepair, and much graft 
typical of the era, milked the company’s treasury 
almost dry. Charles Parsons succeeded Mr. Sloan in 
1882 and things began looking up. Improvements 
were made in equipment and trackage, and the line 
was put back into fairly good shape. 

In 1886, trains began running to Fulton and 
Syracuse from Oswego. This was done with passenger 
traffic rights over the New York, Ontario & Western 









When snow fell along the RW&O, it 

was measured in feet, not inches. Here 

a plow train works past the East 

Bridge Street station in Oswego after a 

little flurry. (Barbeau Studio, author’s 
collection.) 
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: then over what had 
=: wego to Fulton, 
; Be ccse Northern, which was taken over by 


Oi revious decade. ; 
vad Be ieted the expansion of the line ae 
on a large system handling traffic in tour 


aS. Central began noticing the 
a Sai dike what it saw. A plan to either 
he RW&O or build a parallel line to Water- 
4s instituted. Just after the announcement O 

ing of construction of the parallel line, this 
ras received from the Oswego headquarters 
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Ne v York, West Shore & Buffalo #9 





a oe ai 
for the New York 
ore & Buffalo 
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ie = - York Central. 









































“ poses for its portrait on newly completed roadbed. 
ae (W.M. Hayes) 
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TO ALL DIVISION SUPER] NTEN ae af Mare 189 
ES | 
The entire road and Property of a 

been leased by the New York Conse pee ory. 
Railroad, and by direction o ra & Hy Son Ri 
delivered possession to H Walter 4, cile : lvep 
ebb Thi ave 

» Lhir 


President of that company. Each 
acknowledge and SUuperinte Vice 
ge and advise all agent ndent p 
wire. SON your divis; Case 
On by 
(signed) Bg Brow 
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The RW&O was operated ag ag go Manage, 


wholly-owned by the Central unti ‘S14 “Ompany 
> W j 


fully absorbed into the NYC corporate hen it 
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down the proposed route and some work on the 
grade was started. However, the Panic of 1877 put an 
end to this vigorous campaign to help the communt 
ties then under the monopolistic control of the New 


Early in 1881, the North River Construt 


_ Company was created to build a line from x 
_ town to Cornwall-on-Hudson, then southwa 
-Weehaw Wins! 
Weehawken, New Jersey. General E.L. 


ippointed president and construction starte 
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Middletown in February, 1881. The new") og 
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ne 
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took the Middletown to Cornwall 
$ tr ickage rights to Weehawken Hopes 
( ‘ dh . 


combination of these two lines never 
yent con 
ermal 


we ¢ zed. Kr . . went 
a, Shore & Buffalo's first officers were 


Porter, vice president of the Pullman 
Charles Bard, vice president: 
treasurer; and 


al Horace 
presid ent, 
a Taylor, 

seneral manager. Other directors were 
S.A. Strang, J.J. McCook, George G. 


Genet 
secretary and 


HJ Newcombe, Theodore Houston, R.J. 
Nove" p Grace. J.L. Nisbet, and C.J. Canda. 
json, M.-F. . of the West Shore was to follow the 
ly haa : Hudson as far north as possible. This 
west side Os =, cliffs, going through many tunnels, 
meant i . he West Point parade field, and 
: ee crous bridges over inlets and areas that 
fil]. From Albany westward, the route 
aved within a mile or so ol the New York 
t frequently and running for great 
qa few hundred feet or less. At 


such 
building nu! 
refused to 
senerally stayee W 
Central, crossing 1 


distances within 





When #1701 was caught coming off 

the Chenango Branch of the West 

Shore at Thompson Road in Syracuse, 

this April, 1934 run to Earlville would 
be one of the last. (W.M. Hayes) 


Buffalo. Many connections Wit! 
were expected. Che line | Gs 
much Straighter than the Central's 
preferred to by-pass Rom Re 
bend into them. The lin 
track and practic 


rO 


ads to the was 
across Centr © West 


al New York was 
- : as the West Shore 
© and Rochester rather than 
one y i to be totally double 
Tack » ‘evel throughout the route, wi 
CXisting grades very lio pes 3 
ting g S very light. Heavy rock b; llas 
a firm founds \ allast provided 
Cation tor the track. and Sixty-seven 
) Tel ars | 1 “—1 j : a Bes 
Pound Be ssemetr rail, Which compared favorably witl 
that of its competitor, was ordered . 
Construction was hurried along 
caused a mortgage to be let to acquire needed funds 
In February, 1882, the grade reached Utica; by April 
a Single track reached Syracuse. By mid-August 
1883. the double track was finished to Syracuse and 
the grading nearing completion in Buffalo. A report 
, ay es Py " + ‘ > a +6) | 
Chiet Engineer Walter Katte said that there were 
three thousand workmen and six hundred horses 
working two hundred-fifty carts and wagons in the 
construction between Syracuse and Buffalo. 


although this 


Gliding through bright yellow fields of 

dandelions, engine 6374 leads an eastbound 

freight train near North Chittenango in June, 
1951. (T.0. Jackson) 
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service to Syracuse was instituted on 
Sean 1883, and to Buffalo in early 1884. The 
West Shore soon became a vigorous rival to the 
Central and caused many feuds which eventually led 
to the road’s demise. One of the largest investors was 
none other than the illustrious George M. Pullman, 
king of the passenger car. When the New York 
Central snubbed him by using Wagner Palace cars, 
Pullman jumped at the chance to get back by having 
the West Shore use his cars exclusively. 

The West Shore, in order to win more business 
from the Central, started a foolish rate war. However, 
the firmly established and more broadly based com- 
petitor was better equipped to survive the worst of 
wars. Soon the West Shore and North River stocks 
took a nose dive and hit bottom on the closing day of 
1883. On June 7, 1884, the New York, West Shore & 
Buffalo Railroad was declared bankrupt. The court 
appointed Horace Russel and Theodore Houston as 
receivers. 

What was either a grand plot by the Morgan 
ae banking interests, or one of the greatest put-ons of all 
time, forced the New York Central toward a West 
_ Shore takeover. The rumor was spread that the West 
_ Shore was part of a Pennsylvania Railroad plot to 
_ increase its competition with the New York Central. 
eo AN retaliation, the Central incorporated a railroad 

a south from New York City toward Pennsylvania. 
Needless to say, the Pennsy wanted none of that. 


Some ce eeulon supposed] 
the House of Morgan appear 
Central was to take over ira With 3 ot 
and cease building the Se of ¢ 
Pennsy had to relinquish al] ree line. 
which actually only Radulited Ge tO the 
allotment in the freight pool. to SUaranteeg 
1885, a reorganized West Shore p. 
unloaded upon the New ae Railroa 
hundred year lease. The raily = 
and was operated as a se sbi retained it, 
elimination of most of the hacer es company “ae 

The New York Central ire 1950’. ~ ml 
the reign of steam until it ie ee PrOspereq 
most well-known railroads in ou Of the lar 
ships of the Great Depression a world. T 
followed caused railroads to take aa lean 
operating efficiencies. One of be zi 
improvement was motive power. if: 

Because of its myriad of mov; 
complex construction, the steamer 1 
portion of its life being serviced. The Spent a great 
ical diesel was ready to roll pacticnaal econom- 
and began sneaking onto the New oe a the time 
this area in the early 1940’s. By the Tine in 
decade, the takeover was on in mee le of that 
survived until 1952, still hauling mainline Me a 
doing the yeoman service for which it are 

ed. 
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n Works in Oswego, New York. 





Western Fast Freight from Ames Iro 


NEW YORK, ONTARIO & WESTERN RAILWAY 


> 


C. Littlejohn of that Smith even tried to bribe the Oswego fathers 


\ s of New York into refusing to put up the money to allow the line 
najor north-south into that city. However, the dynamic personality of ~ 
early a century. Littlejohn and his local reputation calmed the fears of 
par ment by any who were aroused by Smith. Profits, he thought, 
‘Ss would come from the coastal shipping which would 
normally have gone to Buffalo before completion of 
the Niagara Canal, and would now terminate in 
Oswego. This hope was never realized. If some of 
these major towns had been included instead © 
having the track running through nowhere, the 
railroad might not have collapsed. 
> ——s Construction was begun in 1868. The line was not 
a built from one terminus to the other but in sections, 
to get the line built faster. One of the nay 
- construction problems was the Shawangunk ae 
ae Hear Bloomingburg, in the Catskills. It was a 
November, 1868, and not finished unt September, 
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wego Midland Railroad routing around Oneida Lake was made, it isrumored = 
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to be bridged or filled. The largest © hes 
‘Lyon Brook gorge near Oxtor®: 
. The bridge was 8790 feet long and 
t bridge, which frightened @ al af 
ysteria, looked as if it wer 
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The greatest engineering feat on the Northern Division was the Lyon Brook bridge between Oxford and 
; ey 9. a, XjJord an ; 
Diver Coll. Cornell University) Norwich. (D. 


matchsticks. The twenty-five spans were supported 
by hollow, wrought iron columns crossed at the 
center. The bridge, built by the Phoenix Iron Works 
and erected by the Baltimore Bridge Company in 
1869, cost $48 960.00 and was designed to carry the 
heaviest equipment at express train speeds. In 1894, 
heavier coal trains required the construction of a new 
bridge which looked little sturdier than the original. 

The line from Oswego to Norwich was completed 

with the driving of the last spike at Seneca Hill, near 
Minetto, on November 1, 1869. The next morning, 
the locomotives Oswego, Orange, and Fulton steamed 
into Oswego to the end of track at the depot on East 
Third and Bridge Streets. Other sections were com- 
pleted shortly thereafter and the mainline from 
Oswego to Jersey City was officially completed and 
opened in 1873. 

One of the many branches of the Midland was a 
westward extension of track from Norwich. This 
branch was known by many names: the Westward 
Extension, the Deruyter Line, and, more commonly, 
the Auburn Branch. The first surveys for this line 
were made in December, 1868. The proposed route 
went to Deruyter, skirted Skaneateles Lake and 
ee in Auburn, with uncertain projections to Lake 
aaa 1869 the grading crews had reached Deruy- 
ae a due to lack of funds to pay for construc- 
ity : toe was stopped on the Auburn Branch. In 

<a , the line was finally opened to Deruyter. 
tic, € was then changed from the original surveys 
€ grade swung southward towards Cortland. 





From Cortland the route proceede 
northward towards anaes In 1372 cae 
topped again: this i ee 
go further. 

The Midland hauled its first train in April, 1869 
and the first passenger train was hauled from Oneida 
to West Monroe in September. The first through train 
from Oswego to Jersey City began its regular schedule 
on July 10, 1873. Freight service on the Auburn 
Branch was instituted as far as Scipio Center in 1871; 
passenger service began in December of the following 
year. The number of passengers using the branch was 
disappointing and when the winter of 1878 came, the 
line was snowed under and all operations ceased. This _ 
hard winter brought the end of service on the Audurn 
Branch. In 1882, the rails and telegraph lines were 
removed for use on the mainline. GS 

The Midland hit bad times right from the start. 
The staggering cost of construction and the length of 
time needed for it was too great to be outweighed 
quickly by the few short years of operation before 
obligations became due. Undoubtedly the Nice 
had its share of the corruption SO PF 
railroads of this period. Perhaps Littlejoh a 
president is a clue. No amoun 
until January, 1873, ab Wa 
$150,000 in back salary; @ 
mention was ever made | 
1866 to 1873 but it 
platitudes. When a 89 
interest later that 
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caro & Western Railway on January 21, 


‘dent Conrad Jordan bepan a 
ke the road a Although our showing this Vea 
‘ v ec 


any Ni teste for an NEKEASIN number ol quite pe Wwible to work a decided impp Poop 
es) wae “ sQte quite necessary that each employee 4 FOVeme, t, by lg 
‘ . 4 es ss for the line were realized with the towards the accomplishmen;s of eb Particily ei 
, ean COUNT UPON You to do your share end, and | h i: 


ent of that portion from Middletown 
“to Jersey City. Under the North River 
ction Company a new mainline was built 

etown to Cornwall, where trackage rights 


Mi 


In conclusion, let me wish vou 
Prosperous New Year, and CXPress : pics Happy al) 
will also be a prosperous year fop 5 the hope ld 
& Western Railway, | | 1¢ New 


stted operation on the West Shore Railroad into | 
en. The completion of a branch into the 
sylvania coal fields led to the construction of 
estes at Oswego and Cornwall to tra nsfer the 

- diamonds to river barges and lake steamers. 


Lr * 


Yours 

(Signed) ¢ B. Menara? | 
Traffic 3 

The stock market crash of October : Manager 

affecting all railroads, hit the O&W Pde 1929, While 

Even with these bad times and continuatly ae hard, 

business, the majority of employees Felt oo Mitling 

not elsewhere Known; some even being rieuaee 

a good showing, as in this response fs an report 

Oriskany Falls, on the Utica Division. agent at 


rigrants were assigned by the government on a 

basis for travel from Weehawken to Oswego, 

stward via the Rome, Watertown & Ogdens- 

. ab: eh kK slr S. 

cause of the number of coal mines owned 
eed in the Scranton area, the major part of 


Jeht cars consisted of hoppers and gondolas. 


al dropped from wide use and other types of 


© profitable, the Ontario & Western 
In January 7, 1930 


hundreds of hoppers and only fifty- 

jen boxcars not fit for interchange 
- of closed cars was deeply felt 
erted into a bridge route to 









It is quite a source of satisfaction to me to be able to 
make this showing to you and I am sure it will be q 
pleasure for you to see these figures. 


. ‘fic from the west via 
hange 


A Happy New Year to you sir and I hope we get out . 
of the red in 1930 and stay out. 


















Very truly, 
F, D, Curtis 
Agent P 


The cost of maintenance and fueling the steamers 
seemed rectifiable by the purchase of diesel locomo- 
tives. Steam started losing its control of the work = ¥ 
with the purchase of five General Electric 44 ton 
diesel switchers in 1945. Steam was given a shot 
____ reprieve in 1947 and another engine was actually  ¥ 
sh bought from the Delaware & Hudson. By June, 1948, 

___ the snorting, belching iron monsters were never agall 
to speed along the Old & Weary. Blectro-Mot'' 
aS Division FT units, then NW-2 switchers and F-3 3 
units completed the diesel roster. On March 29, 199! 


ss. mo s , ack wages an t 
unting taxes, unpaid b Wester 


rating bills, the New York, Ontario = n fot 
vay gave up the ghost and ceased opera” 
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Snow was no stranger to the 
O&W. At Central Square, where 
the New York Central’s Water- 
town line crossed, a crew busies 
themselves clearing the snow 
from the platform and switches. 
(CNYC-NRHS) 
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During the busy summ 
time at Oneida meant 
in Sparkling white 


toting the essential 
various 


er months, train 
Scores of women 
dresses and men 
S for fun at the 
Oneida Lake resorts. (Diver 
Coll. Cornell University) 


Northbound coal 
trains ended their 
Journey at one of 
these trestles in Os- 
wego. The one on 
the left was owned 
by the O&W and the 

other by the Dela- 

ware & Hudson and 

operated by the O& 

W. (CNYC-NRHS) 


























* 
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and its train return to Oneida for Oswego, Plow #3 


a rest : 
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m the north 


Train 41 was the morning train from 
Norwich to Oswego. In this | 910 photo, 
camelback 4-4-0 locomotive #]2 prepares 
to begin her two hour journey north : 

(Diver Coll. Cornell University) 
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Engine #225 spent many of her last years hauling milk train #10, seen here at Munnsyille in 1940 


1, caught east of Central Square in 1951, is pulled by an FT type diesel which replaced steam for freight 
service in the 1940’s. (T.O. Jackson) 
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ehigh Valley Railroad, in the Central New 
1, was also formed by the acquisition of 
aller lines already established. One of the 
ments to be acquired was the Southern 


ect to completion. A third company 
1 1868 and things began to move. J. 
- assumed the presidency; H.N. 

ry, W.H. Seward, Jr., treasurer, and 
lief engineer. As with the early New 
es, many of the directors were 
nians: D.M. Osborne, H. Woodruff, 

nm Beardsly, and John Chedell. In 
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LEHIGH VALLEY RAILROAD 


the ensuing years, the tracks spread southward to the 
Pennsylvania state line and northward to Fair Haven. 
where a large coal trestle was built and operated for 
many years. 

In 1895, the Southern Central was absorbed into 


the Lehigh Valley when its mortgage bonds came due 


and they were unable to pay. The Lehigh had 
previously acquired a Cayuga to Auburn line, then 
later assumed the Ithaca, Auburn & Western; the 
Geneva, Ithaca & Sayre; the Cayuga Lake Railroad; 
the Elmira, Cortland & Northern; the Utica, Ithaca & 
Elmira; the Cayuga Southern; and the Cayuga 
Northern. 


The Elmira, Cortland and North- 
ern took over operation of the 
Utica, Ithaca & Elmira, and the 
portion of the O&W. branch 
from Freeville to Deruyter, 4 
extended its track toward Cam- 
den. EC&N #4 is seen on the 
turntable in Cortland ™ 
(W.M. Hayes) 













is Cortiand, the EC&N branch of the Lehigh 

crosed the Syracuse branch of the Lackawanna. 

The small butiding at right & the Lehigh station 
and the control tower & at left. (W. ML, Hayes) 
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This 1911 photo shows the southbound passen- 
ger train in Auburn loading baggage, express 
and Conway's Bread. (W.M. Hayes) 





| orking hard into Dryden, engines 706 and 
heel freight toward Auburn in 1 3H, 
uM Miller photo, W.M. Hayes) 


“2 
a 










mn 
In the 1930’s, gas electrics were used 10 = — 
losses in passenger train operations. E es oa 
waited at the Auburn depot, the oe 
steadily darker over Lehigh’s passenger 
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This 1911 photo shows the southbound passen- 
ger train in Auburn loading baggage, express 
and Conway's Bread. (W.M. Hayes) 


Working hard into Dryden, engines 706 and 
1802 wheel freight toward Auburn in 1933. (H. 
Miller photo, W.M. Hayes) 
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of trackage spread from the 
northward through Ithaca to 
through Moravia and 
Oswego Midland 


Lehigh’s web 
border 
and Rochester: 
aven; Up the old 


wal eat 
air H 

pun Fa : a8 

een Branch through Freeville, Cortland and De- 

‘ts own to Canastota and Camden. 


on off on} 
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As powerful as the steamers 
were, they could not read the 
writing on the wall, AS 
#2061 rested outside the 
ALCO plant in Auburn, yard 
diesels like #426 were al- 
ready putting her sisters on 
the scrap line. (Above, H.V. 
Trice photo, W.M. Hayes) 
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e early 5 le yards i 

eae a a S. Soon, the Alco RS series ieee . 

allan aldwin and Electro-Motive switchers t ons 

ail O the branchline duties and the 1950’ wee 

final glories of steam on the Lehigh YD0's saw the 























A mock Oswego & Syracuse #1 arrived in Oswego in 1948 to celebrate the railroad’s 100th anniyers irbean S 
author’s collection) 


DELAWARE, LACKAWANNA & WESTERN RAILROAD 


The Oswego & Syracuse Railroad, the first to 
Operate out of the former city, was the predecessor of 
another large rail line in Central New York; the 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western Railroad. Public 


_ discussions of the Oswego & Syracuse plans were held 


in 1839. Later that year, the legislature authorized 
the sale of stock. However, the effects of the Panic of 
1837 had not worn off and little of the stock was 
actually subscribed. It was estimated that $400,000 
would be needed to construct the line. In December 
1840, the stock was again opened for sale and taken. 


This unusual engine dates from the 1860's and is 
wego & Syracuse #5, the Syracuse yard engine. (W.M. Hayes) 


and main shops were located in Osy ego; the sh 
remaining active until the 1950’s. 

In March, 1869, the budding Pennsylvania-based 
Delaware, Lackawanna & Western leased the Oswego 
line, along with the Syracuse, Binghamton & New 
York Railroad which had been constructed in the 
same period as the O&S. These lines helped fulfill the 
Lackawanna’s dream of coal shipments to Canada. 
The first coal trestle was built right on the Oswego 
River but low water became a problem. A larger 
facility was then built on the lake front, protected by 
breakwalls. In 1935, a new, mechanical coal loader 
replaced the wooden trestle and worked two to three 
shifts a day loading lake coal Ships. The coal transfer 
facility remained active until 1963, when, for a 
number of reasons, the Operation was abandoned. 
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Above, train 1903 
waits to depart the 
new, elevated station 
in Syracuse in 1948 
(T.0. Jackson) 





2 SS With boiler and 
brasswork gleaming 

sed in the sun, Syracuse, 

ego Binghamton & New 

cw York #5 made an 

the irresistable picture at 

the Syracuse in 1896. 

da. (W.M. Hayes) 
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f Lackawanna #1128 {* ~ B. 4 
x eases. the morning 


milk — train, #944 
Out of the old Syra- 
Cuse Station on 
March 26, 1939. 
W.M. Hayes) 
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Cortland was an architec fural delight With in 
ful arches and unusual roof 


That hardy group of gentlemen Might Possip) 
been waiting for the afternoon Passenger Pe 
hauled by the G.M. Hallstead, #18 of 


N.Y., seen in front of the Cortland depo 
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Train #906 heads south from the old station in Syracuse. The building 
to the right of the locomotive is the Greyhound Bus station, and a city 
street car is just visible on West Onondaga Street. (W.M. Hayes) 


In 1945, the Oswego & Syracuse was officially 
merged into the Lackawanna system. Diesels had 
already made strong inroads by this time and steam’s 
days were short. The last passenger train ran on the 
Oswego Branch in February, 1949, ending passenger 
service under steam. The early ’50’s saw the last of 
the freight and yard service changed to diesel. 


regular service on the Syracuse Branch. (W.M. Hayes) 


Diesels finished out passenger 
Branch. Here, train 1903 drops 
postmaster at Onativia in the 


service on the Syracuse 
off two sacks of mail to the 
fall of 1951. (T.O. Jackson) 
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Thi locomotive of the Utica, Ithaca & Elmira 
is ; 





went thro yer she age Saar eo 2 
i trough several rebuildings and owners and 
, and ended y 
Dp on the 


Ithaca-A uburn Shortline in 1908. (CN YC-NRHS) 


CENTRAL NEW YORK SOUTHERN RAILROAD 


The Central New York Southern Railroad, more 
commonly called the Ithaca-Auburn Shortline, was 
created to provide better service between the two 
cities. Although incorporated in March, 1900 as the 
New York, Auburn & Lansing, the road was not 
finished until 1908. A.H. Flint was president with 
B.M. Wilcox, vice president and C.W. McChesney, 
secretary and treasurer. 

The Shortline, for the most part, followed the old 
Oswego Midland Auburn Branch. Grading began in 
the spring of 1906, heading southward from Auburn 
through Scipio Center, Venice Center, Genoa, North 
oF South Lansing, and down the hill into Ithaca. In 
oo the Midland had used wooden trestles 
igen: ine wisely used earth fills. This saved on 
nance in the long run. The road was completed 


in : 
at tas 1908, with the driving of a silver spike 
sty Glen, north of Ithaca. 


a pay car was handled by an ex-Lehigh 
gine on July 5, 1908, and the line was 


complet 
eee Opened for service in January, 1909. The 
d tains numbered four roundtrips on week- 


Sundays. The running time 


between Auburn and South Lansing was about an 
hour and ten minutes. From there, trolleys were 
better equipped to handle the steep grades into 
Ithaca. The Auburn terminus was originally on Wright 
Avenue. A bridge was later constructed over the 
Lehigh Valley’s line to Cayuga, trackage rights were 
obtained from the New York Central, and the station 
moved to Monroe Street, near the Lehigh-Central 
crossing. Passenger Cars were old, wooden, open 
platform cars purchased from the Jersey Central and 
Pennsylvania Railroads. 
Even though large crowds were handled during 
State Fair, Cornell boat race and circus times, the 
sparse population and lack of industry in the area 
ilroad for any jength of time. 
could not support a railr ne 
Just as the Midland had done before it on the ue 
route, the Ithaca-Aubumn Shortline was losing money. 












These gasoline propelled 
McKeen cars attempted to 
recoup the losses of steam 
operation on the Ithaca- 
Auburn Shoriline. 
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Skaneateles Railroad #3. (W.M. Hayes) 


earliest roads chartered in this area, 
y five and now only 2.5 miles long, is 
ay. This is the Skaneateles Shortline 
_as the Skaneateles Railroad in 
s intended as a connecting link 
and Jordan. Financial difficul- 
er Called Skaneateles Junction, on 
ise Railroad. 

€ for the Skaneateles Railroad 
through Mottville, Skaneateles 
on 1. The track never went 
ey 
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SKANEATELES SHORTLINE RAILROAD 


Thayer, prominent industrialist and one of the key 
figures in the rehabilitation of the faltering line, 
became president. Charles Pardee was vice president, 
Henry J. Hubbard was secretary, John McNamara was 
treasurer, and F.E. Knight was chief engineer. 
Until 1850, the railroad was operated by horse 
power. Steam operations began in July, sla 
first train being pulled by a locomotive bone 
from the New York Central. In its first ye! : 
Operation, the Skaneateles carried 35,436 Oe en 
and totaled 12,000 miles run by freight and ae 
trains. The first locomotive on the ek 
steam dummy; a locomotive with the bouer 
ed in a sheet-iron box. In 18 
officially bought by the Skaneateles art 
named, naturally, the Skaneateles. 


68. the first engine 
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6-0 locomotive 


, large — 
I cyeaneateles #4, caught "4 
was “tele Junction inter- 
vein cars with the New 
1 > 
ook central 1 May, 1933. 
0 
The gkaneateles Railroad was 4 small town line In 1941. after apene 
¥ ~nate seu ; et: & a, ) avd< onme + 
with some unusual eomttasts. | es 1870 timetable Railroad was proposed and su of the Skaneateles 
twelv passenge! trains a day, six each way, reorganized as . pee efeated, the line was 
shows ; the Skaneatel 
: 98.695 combined freight and passenger Passenger service disapp 48 Shortline Railroad 
3 eee eared in 1940 and eet 
diesel. a General Electric 44 ton unit, arrived tae 


ts ss and A4.011 passengers carried on this 
- long railroad. In 1892, the State Engineer’s 
inspection of the road 


The last two steam 
" : : z ae N CES; #4. an 0-6-0 { 
Report on Railroads listed an ! | #5 were sold for scrap, thus endin Bea and 2-6-0 
d that the track and the ten trestles were 1n on one of the oldest, independent eee a 
entra 


‘tion but the grading was poor and the weeds New York. 
e track were not cleaned up. 


#5 was the road's last 

steamer, A trim mogul 

type, she was sold for 

scrap with the arrival of 

the first diesel in 1950. 

(Both photos W.M. 
Hayes) 
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1 have been replaced by le 


siderod engine #7. (Above, CVYC-NRHS) 
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aaa Marcellus & Oti 
as) tisco Lake #3 
sre : , at Marietta iy 
r. 1 July, 


1931. (CNYC-NRHS) 


MARCELLUS & OTISCO LAKE RAILWAY 


ocated only a few miles 


er S 
Anoth neateles road; the Marcellus & Otisco 
fom the is little line, designed to connect the 


arcellus Falls with 


HM 
jway. 1h 
Lake Sastries in Marcellus and M 


many } York Central Auburn Branch, was first 
the New in 1871 but never went beyond the town 
th perfection of the trolley in the 1890’s, the 
tric Railroad was incorporated on June 


Edward Moir was president; LN. Mogg, vice 


i. 
4, 189 secretary; and John M. 


presid ent; 


Seymour, treasurer. 
Construction began in 1898 but proved to be very 


costly. Work stopped, was resumed slightly in 1901, 
then stopped again. In 1903, the line was sold to 
William Barrows and operated as a steam railroad. 
Trolleys never graced the rails of the Marcellus 


Electric. 
the Marcellus & Otisco Lake 


In May, 1905, 
Railway was incorporated with Frederick McOwens, 


president. Mr. Barrows was consoled with the posi- 
tion of general manager. Soon, the line was extended 
to Otisco Lake, bringing the mileage to 9.05. Passen- 


a as for the grade and curves #12 waits for the end in 
is 1934 photo. Shortly thereafter, she was sold for scrap. 
(W.M. Hayes) 


ger service was provi 
coaches Ase a i Pane ae ne 
launch Fontney, built by the Henl mpany. The 
Phoenix, provided pat Menley Boat Works of 
lake. This service nae pet ee = 
roads fostered fierce com popular until improges 

‘ petition which left the 
railroad in the dust. 

ioeneee Te ae re ee Sa Moe 

S , and the M&OL’s major 

source of revenue gone, a petition to abandon was 
issued and defeated. In October, the Marcellus & 
Otisco Company, Incorporated was given permission 
to buy and operate the line and finally took 
possession in January, 1921: 

In 1940, the line below Marcellus was abandoned, 
creating a 2.84 mile railroad. The road struggled on as 
more shipments moved by truck and industry dis- 
appeared in the wake of the Great Depression. The 
little line continued in operation for only a few years. 
Steam lasted until the end of 1947, when the road’s 
one and only diesel arrived. In 1959, operations 


ceased and final abandonment came in 1960. 

















































Bi 1 . . . 
Bt trackage was still in use until 196 ; 
"abandoned and most traces lost in urba 


The last of its breed on the M&OL was this sp 
locomotive purchased from the New York - | 
only had a year of life left when Lawrence rae sh 

this photo at the enginehouse in 1946, N& took 


y Seared 


The first, last and only diesel was the 7025, purchased from 

the U.S. Army. An in-depth history of the M&OL by 

Richard Palmer is available from the Chapter. 
(CN YC-NRHS) 


three miles of track, mostly in sidin 
locomotive was a steam dummy. When t 
Central acquired control of the road in 17" 
Shay-type geared locomotives were use Rivet 
grades along Osborne Street. The Owasc? 


has since 
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The iron horse is dead. The huge, panting 


ht joy and wonder into the hearts 
of thousands of young boys no longer travel the rails. 
The excitement of the spinning drivers, the billowing, 
black smoke, the shrill echoes of the whistle, and the 
headlight piercing the night are now only a fond 
memory in the minds of the few who were fortunate 


machines that broug 


enough to witness these wonders. The glory and 
orandeur of old-time railroading is gone also. The 
friendly face of the engineer at the cab window of a 
steamer, aS he waved or blew the whistle just for you, 
cannot be replaced by the auto-like cabs of the diesels 
and the work-a-day attitude of most of today’s 


railroads. 
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